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 Pastor’s Message ~ Trust and Joy in the Midst of Trouble 
 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 
Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines;  
though the produce of the olive fails, and the fields yield no food; 
though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, 
 yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 
 

As we begin 2022, I would like us to focus on the good that we have been given. To have trust and 
joy in the midst of trouble. Who would have thought that the pandemic would have affected us the 
way it had, that we would be entering a second (maybe even third year) with continued divide, 
deaths and unimaginable disasters? But we have indeed. 
 

Habakkuk was a prophet living in Judah around 600 B.C.E. He sees his small country of Judah           
sandwiched between the colliding superpowers of Babylon and Egypt. Habakkuk calls out to God to 
rescue God’s faithful people.  
 

Who among us have not felt sandwiched between the right and the left, the masks and unmasks,              
the vaccinators and un-vaccinators? 
 

From the opening conversations between Habakkuk and God (chapter 1 through the vision           
Habakkuk reports in the form of a prayer (chapter 3), God is willing to listen. God comforts and gives 
hope, despite the questions that remain unanswered. Each of the three chapters traces a step in 
Habakkuk’s movement from fear to hope.   
 

Habakkuk takes a risk and trusts that the vision is true (God keeps God’s promises). This trust frees 
Habakkuk to see the bigger picture and rest secure that God remains his strength and his salvation 
(3:18-19). For Habakkuk, God’s faithfulness makes all the difference. Living by faith in God’s            
faithfulness transforms his fear into hope.  
 

I believe Habakkuk has a lot to teach us in our time of distress. Can we trust that God keeps God’s 
promises and will bring us out of this time of distress and make us even stronger as a church?               
Can we, instead of focusing on what divides us, focus on what unites us? Christ.  
 

Habakkuk’s why answers are never answered, and perhaps ours will never be either. But can we 
trust that God will not abandon us? That God will lead us to new beginnings? That God is our light 
and our salvation and with God, nothing is impossible? May we have trust and joy in the midst of our 
troubles knowing that we are never 
alone, but that God walks with us.  
 

(History of Habakkuk from Lutheran Study Bible, 
NRSV, Augsburg Fortress, Minneapolis, 2009,  
pg 1554-1556) 

 
Yours in Christ +  

Pastor Tammy  
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 I want to thank the Stewardship Committee  

 for the Earth Bounty basket I won on  

 Stewardship Sunday. I love it! Thank you  

 so much. May our Lord continue to bless all  

 of you. I know He blesses me every year.  

 

   Joanne O’Brien 

Finding The Sacred In Our Midst 
 
Each of us has a personal sense of the sacred, though it may be 
hard to define to others and even to ourselves.  It’s perhaps most 
often something felt, something ethereal that somehow penetrates 
to the soul, in contrast to an ordinary externality that is merely           
observed with one or more of the five senses but never penetrates.  
That which is sacred receives our special respect, a reverence,     
a holiness one might say. Because we are all unique, it’s likely that 
there are as many opinions on the sacred as there are people.   
But some theologians, spiritual mystics, and scientists assert that 
really all is sacred. For this perspective, we must be enlightened in 
order to experience such a higher plane of seeing and knowing.  
This is a powerful and transformative framework for understanding 
and living in the mysteries of the heavenly cosmos and its singular blue planet.   
 
Father Richard Rohr devotes his book, the Universal Christ (2019), to explain the universal          
sacredness by explaining that it’s the indwelling of the Divine Presence in everything and every            
being.  It’s the entire cosmos and it’s every small detail within. Franciscans teach that our cosmos    
is in fact the first incarnation. It is God’s energy transformed into material and spiritual existence  
according to a mysterious master creative force named Christ, the transcendent within everything.  
All is in Christ; the planets, the rocks, the soils, the water, and all living and nonliving things.  In 
Western science tradition, the deepest mystery of all of creation is ultimately unknowable, even 
though it has been plowed deeply and has revealed mind-bending miracles of creation through  
centuries of pondering and painstaking research. Chemistry Professor Stuart Kauffman, member of 
the Institute of Biocomplexity and Informatics, also argues for the universality of sacredness in all 
creation.  He asserts that no matter how thoroughly it is studied, there is ultimately an unknowable 
mystery at creation’s roots.  Professor Kaufmann (Reinventing The Sacred, 2008) argues that it is 
true for all manner of creation, both in the natural realm, as well as in the human realm.  How can 
one explain the roots of the uplifting beauty of music, the arts, literature, science, and other human 
creations? They are mysteriously unknowable in final excavations.  The perplexingly mysterious 
forces behind creation and creativity ought to be revered and declared sacred, he argues.  This can 
unite diverse and far-flung disciplines of human endeavor and denominations of spirituality.  Who 
can explain our propensity for spirituality, our need to see and understand and belong beyond our 
small selves?  We have emerged as the conscience of the cosmos. But, ironically, we are also its 
nemesis.  Be calm, be still, and behold the sacred. Be grateful and be one with all.  Hail brothers 
and sisters, full of grace. Christ is with you. 
 
Submitted by Bill Mattson 



Page 4 

“For in hope we were saved.  

Now hope that is seen is not hope.  

For who hopes for what is seen?  

But if we hope for what we do not see,  

we wait for it with patience.” 
~Romans 8: 24-25 

 
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod, 

 
You have no doubt noticed the         
increasing darkness.  The kids go to 
school in the dark, and soon, the 
school day will end as it began, in 
darkness.  The hours of light are          
getting shorter and shorter, and peo-
ple are grateful for lingering twilight.  
 
How ironic that the most hopeful  
season of the church year begins as 
the darkness increases.  In the weeks 
to come, we light candles on the           

Advent wreath, and it’s not a moment too soon.                     
These lights of hope stand against the growing darkness.  
And every week, as we add the flame of another candle,  
the light will increase and shine brighter even as the             
darkness comes sooner and lasts longer.  
 
In this season of Hope, and as this year of Hope 2021 
comes to its end, I share with you some things that I do            
see that give me hope: 
 
1. Our congregations continue to find new creative  
ways to do ministry.   
As I read through your newsletters, whether online or hard 
copy, I am impressed and encouraged by your continued 
efforts.  Sure, some things have paused.  Yes, some         
priorities have been re-evaluated and energies placed in 
new directions.  Yet, this is all good as we continue to be 
church together and church for the sake of the world.             
I am grateful to the Spirit that is at work among and 
through us as the work of Christ continues. 
 
2. We have wonderful pastoral leaders! 
In the past few years, we have welcomed many new pastors 
and they bring new energy, perspective, and ideas.  And 
our seasoned pastors and Licensed Lay Ministers have      
provided stability and the blessing of trusted relationships 
that keep congregational partnerships in motion and help 
reduce anxiety.  And congregations in pastoral transition 
have been patient and involved, waiting for God’s timing 
with hope.  
 
3. We have renewed joy in being together again... 
safely.  
As pandemic restrictions have eased, Pastor Jim and I are 
once again happy to gather with you for worship.  I do not 
mind wearing a mask if it means we can sing together and 
gather in the same space.  I love hearing the voices of            

others raised in song and prayer.  It has felt like salve on a 
wound to share the peace, sing alto to someone’s soprano, 
and hear combined voices pray the Lord’s prayer together 
in the rhythm and cadence of voices in unison.  While I 
truly believe that some sense of community can be 
achieved and appreciated through Zoom, YouTube, and 
Facebook live, the joy and value of the community                 
gathered in person is also true and real. 
 
4. Our synod is newly connected through Lifelong 
Faith Formation, Pastoral Leader Check-Ins, and  
various Zoom meetings. 
While I have missed being able to add lunch and snacks to 
in person Synod meetings, in many ways we are more              
connected as a synod than we have ever been.  Teachers 
and students from the Copper Country to Marinette, from 
Ironwood to Sault Ste. Marie gather in virtual classrooms 
and discussion groups.  We are church together in a            
whole new way, gathering to discuss and wrestle with           
conversations about issues of race, scriptural interpretation, 
and to consider and plan various ministry efforts.   
 
5. God is at work! 
In all our efforts, in all our re-evaluations, in all the            
changes and future uncertainty, the Spirit of the living 
Christ is gathering, inspiring, supporting, and guiding.           
We are discovering again what it means to be church, what 
the purpose of the Body of Christ is in this world, and who 
we are in mission together.  I see a new hunger for deeper 
spirituality and for meaningful connectedness to God and 
each other.  I see ministry efforts taking on a life of their 
own.  I see details and pieces falling together.  I see a             
willingness to experiment, to try new things, to jump even 
when the landing is unclear. 
 
There is much to be hopeful for because of what we can    
see even as we continue to hope for that which is still              
becoming.  As Advent candles are lit, as the glow from the 
manger bed grows brighter, as we strain to hear the songs 
of angels, remember that you are not alone.  In hopeful  
anticipation of Christmas and a blessed New Year, I              
believe it is not too soon to share the following verse from 
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear” that speaks anew to our 
present circumstances: 
 
And you, beneath life’s crushing load,  
whose forms are bending low,  
who toil along the climbing way  
with painful steps and slow:  
look now, for glad and golden hours  
come swiftly on the wing;  
Oh, rest beside the weary road  
and hear the angels sing!  
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Bishop Katherine Finegan 



NAMI Northern Lakes 
Providing support, education and advocacy for people living with                 
mental illness and their families in Forest, Oneida, and  Vilas Counties. 
Monthly meetings: open to anyone; 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. 
at First Methodist Church, Rhinelander. Northern Lakes Center located                     
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Rhinelander.  
 

WE ARE OPEN AGAIN!!!!  OUR HOURS ARE MONDAY TO FRIDAY 11 AM TO 3 PM. 
 

DUE TO CURRENT CONCERNS WITH ONEIDA COUNTY COVID CASES, MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR             
EVERYONE WHO ENTERS REGARDLESS OF VACCINE STATUS. 

 

Please call Linda at 715-420-1700 or e-mail at northernlakescenter@gmail.com  
if you are in need of anything. 
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NATH WISH LIST 
 

1. WHITE OUT TAPE 

2. AIR FRESHENER 

3. SIDEWALK SALT 

4. POST-IT NOTES 

5. 30 GALLON GARBAGE BAGS 

6. TOILET BOWL CLEANER 

7. BATHROOM GARBAGE CANS 

8. DISHWASHER DETERGENT 

9. LAUNDRY SOAP 

10. LYSOL SPRAY 
 

Household items are given to residents when they leave 
Frederick Place so they have to be replaced often. 

Thank you to the blood   
donors for a VERY 

successful November  
blood drive! 

Jackie Waldorf 

A New Year’s Prayer for Hope 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful” (Hebrews 10:23). 

To be without hope is a dangerous place to be because at that point life feels like it’s not worth           

living. You may have felt like this, but you don’t have to remain in that place. You can have hope in 

the one who saved you and has promised to bless you and keep you.   

 

Lord, in this new year help me to remember your promises and who you are. It is because of you 

that I can have hope because you are faithful. Let your faithfulness be the thing I remember and  

rely on. Let that be the source of my hope and joy. In your name I pray, Amen. 

tel:7154201700
mailto:northernlakescenter@gmail.com?subject=HTML%20link
https://www.biblestudytools.com/hebrews/10-23.html
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Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress 

THE CROSS IS THE TRUE GIFT OF CHRISTMAS by Elizabeth A. Eaton, Presiding Bishop 
December 3, 2021 

I remember this jarring image: It was the Christmas Eve candlelight service at my 
home congregation. A banner depicting Mary and Jesus in the manger had been hung 
from the ceiling at the front of the nave completely obscuring the large suspended 
cross. I had seen that banner on Sunday mornings, but on this Christmas Eve in the 
semidarkness something else appeared. A spotlight that illumined the cross now 
shown on the banner with the effect of making the outline of the cross appear as the 
background of the Christmas scene. 
 

The cross on Christmas? I didn’t want the crucified Christ casting a shadow on the 
Christ child. Christmas is about angels and shepherds and the babe, lying in a manger, 
not betrayal and death. I didn’t like it. 
 

Christmas can be such a fraught season. It is forced to carry so much emotional 
freight. We must be merry. We must be filled with good cheer. We must be home 
surrounded by family. We must turn our lives into the happy endings of every TV 
Christmas special. There is a certain drivenness to get everything done, to get                  
everything perfect by the stroke of midnight on Dec. 24. 
 
 

Secular culture reflects this. A Christmas Carol and How the Grinch Stole Christmas are stories of redemption. The song 
“I’ll Be Home for Christmas” and the film Home Alone are filled with wistful longing. I remember a M*A*S*H episode 
where the doctors in the operating room turned the clock back to 11:59 p.m. on the 24th so a young soldier’s death 
wouldn’t be recorded on Christmas. But what are we longing for? 
 

The hope of Christmas is fulfilled on Good Friday. 
 

 
Certainly we want peace in our homes and in the world. We want love and a place to belong. We want life and the end 
of all the deadly things in the world that bring death and destruction. We want reconciliation. We want rest. We want 
hope. We want the assurance that all of this means something. We want to know that someone cares. And so we try to 
accomplish all of those things and squeeze it all into the weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas Day. No wonder 
we can find ourselves exhausted and empty on Dec. 26. The mall scene the day after Christmas—returning broken toys 
and ill-fitting or unwanted sweaters, the picked-over look of marked down Christmas decorations and wrapping                 
paper—is the retail version of the reality of a broken world that doesn’t know peace or love or hope. Except …. 
 

The hope of Christmas is fulfilled on Good Friday. The cross is part of Christmas. “Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of Mary” (Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, 296). All of our Christmas glorias are realized in Jesus’ glorification on the cross. We have peace. We have 
hope. We are loved. And not just at Christmas. 
 

The cross is the Christmas gift. Through it God reconciles and heals. Through it God’s love is made known and in God’s 
love we are known and have our home. And it is a gift. We don’t have to spend our energy and time hoping to attract 
the gift or the Giver by making everything right by Christmas. If we aren’t physically at home, if our lives have not 
turned into the happy endings of TV Christmas specials, if we are estranged from family, if we are not merry, even if we 
should die, this gift of life has come to us. 
 

Let’s be gentle with ourselves and each other this Advent and Christmas. Let’s not fret about imperfect lives and       
incomplete holiday preparations. We won’t ever get it completely right. That’s God’s work. It is the best gift exchange 
ever. Martin Luther wrote: “Is not this a beautiful, glorious exchange, by which Christ, who is wholly innocent and holy, 
not only takes upon himself another’s sin, that is, my sin and guilt, but also clothes and adorns me, who am nothing 
but sin, with his own innocence and purity? And then besides dies the shameful death of the cross for my sake … that I 
may live with him eternally” (Luther’s Works, Vol. 51). 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2018/12/peace-on-earth-and-pass-the-popcorn/
https://elca.org/hungeradvent
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2020/12/the-humanity-of-the-nativity/
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Thank You for Serving 
 

 

Thank you to John Plautz for shoveling in December. 
 
Thank you to the Dellenbach family, Jackie Waldorf, 
and Mary Wolf for decorating the church for                
Christmas. 
 
Thank you to Deb Rinka for decorating outside the 
church for Christmas. 
 
Thank you to all who donated gifts to the Giving Tree. 
 
Thank you to Jackie Waldorf for creating gift tags and setting up the Giving Tree. 
 
Thank you to Sarah Willoughby, Becky Eades and Brittany Landphier who directed 
the Children’s Christmas Program this year.  
 
 
Thank you to all the members of Immanuel who continue to use their gifts and talents to further the               
kingdom of God. (Especially those who work behind the scenes!) 

Pastoral care 
Pastor is willing to visit you in your home, wearing a mask and    
social distancing. If you would like to have her give you a home  
visit, please call the office to schedule a time.  

 

Our deepest sympathy…….. 
 
...to Jean Milz and family whose brother Keith died. 
 
...to Mike and Darlene Piasecki’s son John and his 
wife Kelly whose dad died of COVID. 
 
...to the Jim Seidel family (Pastor Tammy’s             
Candidacy mentor) who died of COVID. 



A Council Reflection  
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
 
With humble appreciation and praise, I offer a sincere thank you to the entire    
Immanuel family as I depart after 6 ½ years of service on church council. My first 
meeting coincided with the first council meeting of our (then) newly called Pastor 
Tammy Barthels, and along the way I have been shown and taught the meaning of 
servant leadership that underpins everything we do as a church congregation,  
synod, and larger church body. At the risk of missing particular people, I offer 
these thanks:  
 

Thank you to Dave Kroll and Kevin Kirby for instilling the standard of service as a 
council officer. Thank you to Bernie Dart and Brian Willoughby for tireless service 
as church treasurers. Thank you to Kathy Plautz and Sheree Vanden Huevel for 
critical work as financial secretaries. Thank you to Brittany Landphier and Kari 
Britton for uplifting work in our church office. Thank you to Cory Dellenbach and 
Charlie Strong for such important IT support as we navigate new methods of           
worship and meeting.  
 

Thank you Pastor Tammy for providing the spiritual energy needed to continue 
moving forward. Perhaps most of all, I offer unending thanks and praise for all 
those that perform the necessary tasks that underlie any church community:     
the teachers, musicians, quilters, food servers, bible study participants, painters, 
remodelers, snow removers, lawn cutters, flower tenders, committee members, 
council members, communion assistants, food pantry workers, readers, greeters, 
ushers, live-streamers, youth leaders, acolytes, outreach organizers… and all that 
participate in worship and praise through church activities. Community is built, 
and we are all sustained, through these interactions. May God bless you all!  
 
In Christ,  
Matthew Johnson  
 
“Holy Spirit, make my heart open to the word of God, make my heart open to 
goodness, make my heart open to the beauty of God every day.” -Pope Francis 
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Thank you to our 
Food Pantry crew for the 

month of December!! 
Immanuel volunteers at 

the Food Pantry the         
second Saturday of each 

month from  
10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

 If you can volunteer to 
help, please contact  

Darlene Machtan 
at machtdar@gmail.com. 

Thank you to 
Jackie                 

Waldorf,             
Mary Wolf,        
Johanna             

and Natalie 
Dellenbach  
for helping 
decorate 

the sanctuary  
for Christmas!  
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM 
“What’s in a Name?” 

 

Narrator 1 — Tommy  Daisy — Lizzie          Rose — Ella    Holly — Haven  
Maxine — Natalie   Russell — Josh         Narrator 2 — Josh 

Mary — Natalie   Joseph — Josh        Angels — Lizzie & Harper 
Shepherd — Haven  Wiseman — Ella        Song “Mary, Did You Know?”  —  Mariah McCue 
 
God’s eternal Son was born into the world as a baby. God didn’t leave it to Mary and Joseph to 
choose just any name for Him. God told them to name Him Jesus. And He told them the reason:  
“for He shall save His people from their sins. ” Jesus means “Savior.” That was the primary reason 
for Jesus’ birth, for His coming into this world. He came on a mission to save people from their sins. 
In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.” Jesus is the only Way to get to God. He is absolute Truth we can depend on. If we 
trust in Him, He will give us new and abundant Life.  
 

The Bible gives more than 100 names of Jesus. Why so many? Each name tells us something         
different about Jesus. Each name shows us a different view of the wonderful relationship we can 
have with Him. We learn Who Jesus is from His many names. For example, His name “Emmanuel” 
means “God with us.” It reminds us that God came down from heaven, became flesh, and lived 
among us!  
 

And that’s what Christmas is all about. 
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SNOW SHOVELING 
 

We are looking for volunteers to shovel snow February 
through April. If you are interested, please call the church 

office @ 715-362-5910. Thank you for shoveling! 

ANNUAL REPORTS DUE TO THE OFFICE BY JANUARY 7TH 

RHINELANDER COMMUNITY CLOSET  
Sponsored by Headwaters, Inc.  
 
The Rhinelander Community Closet reopened in December and 
is located in the lower level of Trinity Lutheran Church.  
 
Deanna Barlow, the Service Coordinator for Headwaters, shared 
that they would be expanding the type of items offered. Not only 
will the closet offer career type clothing for men and women, but 
they will also have winter clothing available for adults and chil-
dren.  
 
Currently they are working on building inventory for household goods and toys; availability is com-
pletely dependent on donations though. The closet is free to anyone—there is no proof of income 
required– they simply ask that you only take what you need and do not take for resale.  
 
Donations can be dropped off in the lower level of the church on Thursdays from 9am-12pm—or can 
be dropped off at Headwaters, Inc. located at 1441 E. Timber Dr., Rhinelander—Monday to Thurs-
day between 10am and 3pm. The Rhinelander Community Closet is open every Thursday from 9am 
to 12pm.  

 

ELECTIONS AND  
ANNUAL MEETING 

SEE THE BACK COVER 
FOR FULL DETAILS! 
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 COUNCIL MINUTES 

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Council Meeting Minutes:  November 10, 2021 

 

Council Members Present:  President: Matt Johnson, Vice-President: Becky Eades, Secretary: JoAnne Barrix, 
Glen Johnson, Mary Wolf, Keith Snyder, Gene Frane, Darlene Machtan, Charlie Strong, Jackie Waldorf,            
Deb Rinka, Pastor Tammy Barthels. 
 

Opening 
President Matt opened the virtual meeting at 6:02 PM. 
 

Devotion by Jackie:  How did it go today?  God has kept me safely through the day. 
 

Action – Motion/Second/Carried... Approved the minutes from the October 13, 2021 council meeting with 1 
abstention. 
 

Pastor's Report: Visitation to Rennes and Evergreen has been interrupted by Covid closures.  Live-streaming 
is now available at the jail, with Immanuel, UCC, Calvary Baptist and Nativity participating.  The Rhinelander 
Area Ministerial Association had been discussing help for Afghanistan refugees. 
 

Long-Term Items: (Great Commission Schedule and Constitution article C12.04) 
Care for (Love) One Another:  Fellowship, Serve, Give 
A.  Immanuel is doing well staffing the food pantry with volunteers. 
B.  Upcoming Stewardship Sunday:  All is planned and ready for the service and meeting. 
Create or Modify Mission Statement:  Wonderful, no changes. 
Annual Budget Formation:  Details of financial reports were sent to all council members.  Health Insurance, 
Property and Liability Insurance and gas and utilities are expected to increase.  The next Stewardship meeting 
is December 7th at 6 PM.  All who are interested in preparation of the budget are invited to attend via Zoom. 
 

Short-Term Items: 
 Old Business: 
Christmas eve services:  There was much discussion regarding service times, attendance  caps and types of 
services.  Action – Motion/Second/Carried with 2 opposed:  Services will be at 3:00, 4:30 and 6:00 PM.             
All will be candle light services, all the same. There will be sign up with a cap of 50 for each service.  If these 
services fill up equally, an additional service may be added. Information about sign up will be in Pastor's  
Monday emails and the newsletter.  We will not turn walk-ins away with overflow going to the nursery,        
narthex and balcony. 
 

 New Business: 
Tithely App:  Stewardship has evaluated and declines to recommend. 
New Council Member nominations: We need three.  Christy Dellenbach has agreed to a nomination.                           
We need to contact more possible candidates. 
Open/Close schedule:  December – Bill and Matt, January – Darlene and JoAnne 
 

Committee Actions and other noteworthy items: 
Staff reviews will be scheduled for Pastor, Sheree, Brittany, Randy and Kari. 
Covid team is planning to have 200 surgical masks available for Christmas Eve services.  There have been 
studies that show that they are more effective than regular cloth masks. 
 

Action – Motion/Second/Carried...Approve spending up to $200 from the endowment fund for membership 
and virtual attendance to the Youth Ministry Network and Extravaganza for Brittany. 
 

Darlene had positive comments about our live-stream worship. 
 
Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 6:56 PM after closing prayer. 
 

Closing Prayer:  Jackie closed with Thank You God! 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
JoAnne Barrix, Council Secretary 
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EQUITY CHALLENGE  
   
Home, Faith, and Land submitted by Susan Anderson 

 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place for all generations.  Psalm 90:1 
 

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  Galatians 6:2 
 

Immanuel’s Messenger usually contains a list of members expressing thanks for the support, encouragement, love, and 
prayers received during a difficult time. Notes, cards, phone calls, making a meal, providing transportation, a listening 
ear, and words of comfort and faith sustain each other.  This  community of faith truly acts on Jesus’s command to 
“Love one another as I have loved you.”   
 

And that care and compassion extends to the community in outreach, teaching and jail ministries, food pantry support, 
shoe boxes, ACES volunteers, and special events like Gig for God, fulfilling our mission statement, “Inspired by God’s 
grace to love and serve all.”  Now and in 2022, our country is in need of the healing touches brought to each other and 
to Rhinelander and Oneida County. 

 

When Episcopalians came to Jamestown and Puritans to Plymouth, their ideas and values came with them.  Those           
values influenced what I learned in school: that my European ancestors struggled to survive in an unfamiliar land, built 
a community from a wilderness, and imagined a government “...of the people, by the people, and for the people.”  
Abraham Lincoln’s address at Gettysburg.  I thought the Dutch West India Company’s purchase of Manhattan for 60 
guilders ($24) clever. www.thirteen.org. (now valued at about 3 trillion dollars.) 
 

I am amazed and thankful for what my European ancestors did. There are other things I did not learn — the impact of 
those values on the people who had lived here for many generations, their dwelling place, their home. The Indian           
nations believe that we belong to the land, so the notion of “owning” land does not make sense.  There is a recognition 
of dependence  upon the earth and all it provides so we can live. Our view reverses this perspective: the land belongs 
to us for our benefit and use.  The conflict is: what can the land do for us now versus what is the impact of what we do 
to the land now five (5) generations from now?  So we appropriated their home.  In response there is  a movement to 
recover some of the land and dignity stripped from those who were here first.  We can help carry the burdens of those 
losses by listening to their stories as we listen to and care  for each other. 
 

Our darker skinned brothers and sisters carry other burdens. As a youngster I asked the man emptying our trash can 
why he was so dirty.  I sensed the discomfort between my father and the worker, and an opportunity to learn about 
someone different from myself was lost.   My first memory of African Americans in history was a brief mention of    
slavery. Today I have a hard time imagining the impact of being hunted, chained, transported  involuntarily in             
inhumane conditions from one’s family, home and continent to a place where the language was intelligible. Today            
that history continues to impact those who lost their homes and identity and us as well.  
 

For me, this is not about being racist or being blamed for the past. It is about filling in some of the missing pieces of           
the experiences of people who don’t look like me, things I did not know and can now learn. It is about understanding 
the history of my companion citizens from their viewpoint.  It is about bridging the gap in our differing experiences 
through the lens of my faith.  It is about saving the country I love from what looks like what divides us and move                 
toward becoming “...one nation, under God.” It is about remembering the Oneida people who first lived on and cared 
for the place we call home. It is about being willing to experience some discomfort in talking about racism and the             
doctrine of discovery. It is about carrying one another’s burdens and so fulfilling the law of Christ.   
 

So, this Martin Luther King, Jr., day, I will watch a movie like Just Mercy (available on Amazon) about challenging the 
convictions of innocent people serving prison sentences.  Or another possibility is the story of the annual Reconciliation 
Ride encouraging contact between Native Americans and white people, especially the families and churches that              
support the ride—on horses—in honoring the execution of the Dakota 38.  There is some minimal violent historical   
imagery.  The Dakota 38 movie is available at http://www.smoothfeather.com/dakota38.  It is free. 

http://www.smoothfeather.com/dakota38


 

WORD OF THE MONTH ~ January 
 
Definition of grace 
Unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their 
regeneration or sanctification.  

 

A virtue coming from God 
 

A state of sanctification enjoyed through divine assis-
tance 
 

Definition: Means of Grace. The term "means of grace" de-
notes the divinely instituted means by which God offers, 
bestows, and seals to people forgiveness of sins, life, 
and salvation. Means of grace comes through Jesus Christ. 

Did you know?... 
 
January 2022.  Now that the busy holiday season 
is behind us, can we take the time to reflect on 
how God has been active in our lives this past 
year?  Where have you seen “God Moments”,  
stories of how God has impacted us in big and 
small ways?   
 
We steward our stories when we wonder about God.  Having faith requires two things:    
The first is that we believe that God is present and active in our world and the second is that 
this presence is beyond our understanding.  Stewarding our stories of God in our world 
makes us always wonder what God might be up to.   
 
During Advent we heard many God stories since Advent is a special season about God   
Moments.  We heard the story about how God showed up in the flesh and about preparing 
for God to show up in our world again.  These are big God Moments.  But God Moments 
can also be small and simple.  Did a neighbor do a favor for you?  Did you reconnect with 
an old friend unexpectedly?  Were you suddenly struck by the beauty of a sunset or the pure 
silence of a snow covered woods? 
 
God Moments...there are probably more than you ever realized.  Think about it! 
 

       ...This is Stewardship! 
        By JoAnne Barrix 
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If you have any questions or would like to attend any of these retreats 
please let Brittany know so we can get everyone registered!  

715-202-0637 or brittanylandphier@gmail.com  

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT RETREATS 

mailto:brittanylandphier@gmail.com


 
SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

      1 

      NEW YEAR’S 
DAY 

2 2 4 5 6 7 8 

9:00 Worship 

Communion 

 

7pm AA & 
Alanon 

 

 

 1pm Quilting 

 

6pm  - 7:30pm 

Confirmation  

 

 

 Pastor’s  

Sabbath 

10:30-1:00 Food  

Pantry 

 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

9:00 Worship 

 

COUNCIL 

ELECTIONS 

 

7pm AA & 
Alanon 

 

10—12 Pastor 
Tammy leading 
a Prayer Stone 
Retreat at           
Marywood 

 

 

 

 

 

6pm  

Stewardship 

1pm Quilting 

 

6pm Youth 
Group 

 

6pm Council 

 Pastor’s  

Sabbath 

 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

9:00 Worship 

Communion 

 

 

7pm AA & 
Alanon 

 

 

10am “Mocha on 
the Mount” 
Book Study 

1pm Quilting 

 

6pm  - 7:30pm 

Confirmation  

 

 

   

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

9:00 Worship  

 

7pm AA & 
Alanon 

  4:30 Meal @  
Frederick Place 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

30 31      

9:00 Worship  

 

ANNUAL  
MEETING 

7pm AA & 
Alanon 

     

Immanuel Lutheran Church   715-362-5910 
21 W Timber Drive, Rhinelander 

January 2022 

Newsletter 
Articles 
Due!!! 

All Nursing home worship services are cancelled this month! 
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Pastor Tammy gone at ECCSR Program  
Rev. Devon Barrix on call for pastoral needs.  

Cell 715-490-6153   Home 715-277-4983 

Pastor Tammy gone at ECCSR Program  Rev. Devon Barrix on call for pastoral needs. Cell 715-490-6153 Home 715-277-4983 

ANNUAL 
REPORTS 

DUE 



FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

November 2021 

GENERAL FUND: 
Beginning Balance $16,930.16 
Offerings  $15,137.79 
Expenses                               ($15,676.66) 
Ending Balance  $16,391.29 
 

BENEVOLENCE: 
November Offering    $  2,108.00     
2021 Pledge    $19,000.00 
YTD Remittance   $17,384.02 
 

BUILDING FUND: 
Beginning Balance   $27,541.41 
Offerings     $     987.07   
Expenses           ($       23.19) 
Ending Balance     $28,505.29 

Expenses exceeded the        
income by $538.87. 

November Attendance: 
 In-person Online Total Total 
 

11/07 35  64  99 
11/14 27  65  92  
11/21 25  73  98 
Thanksgiving Eve   
  21  19  40   
11/28 37  56  93 
    

Our average worship attendance for the 
month of November was 96. 

May Your Day Be Special! 
If you were omitted or listed in error, please contact the church office at  715-362-5910. Thank you! 
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1/3 Rich Wilmot   

1/4 Mavis Perry 1/19 Katelyn Williams 

1/8 Mariah McCue 1/21 Michelle Thompson 

1/9 Emily Fortier 1/23 Michelle Denis 

1/11 Anna Levijoki 1/25 Arlene Lueck 

1/11 Isabella (Ella) Stolzman 1/26 Gabrielle Kohnhorst 

1/12 Samantha Williams 1/27 Ashlynn Patrone 

1/14 Stephani Patrone 1/30 Eric Grulke 

1/15 Robbie Potter Cornelius 1/30 MJ Strong 

1/16 Christy Dellenbach 1/31 Lizzy Snyder 

1/1 Susan & Gerald Anderson 
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ELECTIONS FOR 
COUNCIL 

 
January 9th immediately following the  

9:00 a.m. Worship service. 
 

We will have a hybrid meeting,  
both in person and via Zoom. 

 
Please join us. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?
pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZ
z09 
  
Meeting ID: 951 871 5130 
Passcode: 199712 
Call in from any phone: (312) 626-6799 

ANNUAL  
MEETING 

 
January 30th immediately following the           

9:00 a.m. Worship service. 
 

We will have a hybrid meeting,  
both in person and via Zoom. 

 
Please join us. 

 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?
pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VF
Zz09 
  
Meeting ID: 951 871 5130 
Passcode: 199712 
Call in from any phone: (312) 626-6799 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9518715130?pwd=NEh6VGhtU0R0MENxQnZ3YUpyR3VFZz09

