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Rev. Tammy K. Barthels - Pastor

Church – 715-362-5910
Emergency-Cell Phone: 715-581-0468
prtammyimmanuelrhinelander@gmail.com
Office Hours Tues.–Thurs. 10-3pm
or by appointment
Brittany Landphier – Administrative Assistant
immanuelsecretary2015@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 715-202-0637
Office Hours Wed. 8-11am & Thurs. 8-10am
Sheree Vanden-Heuvel– Financial Secretary
finimmanuel@gmail.com
Cell Phone: 715-360-3176
Member of the ELCA Churchwide elca.org &
the Northern Great Lakes Synod nglsynod.org

Visit us on our Website @
Immanuelrhinelander.org

“Inspired by God’s grace to love and serve all”

Page 2

Pastor’s Message ~ Retreat, Reflect, and Renew
Isaiah 40:31
“but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
2020 was certainly a challenging year! We endured much, most significantly the Covid-19
pandemic. As March hit, so did the stay at home orders, and we as a church tried to figure
out how to connect and do worship virtually. It wasn’t easy, it took its toll, but I have to say,
we are stronger as a congregation, both spiritually and financially. Letting go of life as we
knew it was hard. We became exhausted and weary at times. BUT we also gained new insights on what it meant to be church. That church is not a building, but a community of faith,
gathered together in the name of Christ. I am so very grateful for everyone who used their
spiritual gifts to bring us together in this time of pandemic.
I had the opportunity during this pandemic to go on retreat, to reflect and renew my spirit. (A
reflection of that retreat is on the following page, titled Retreat ~ A Blessed Gift). I encourage
you to take an opportunity to do the same. Here is a list of a few retreat centers who have
figured out a way to safely meet during this time of pandemic. Space is available for you to
renew your spirit. They also offer virtual retreats and spiritual direction, if that is what you
may desire. Each retreat center has their own “personality” so I invite you to check out their
websites and see what calls to your spirit.
Christine Center - https://christinecenter.org, 866-333-7507 or 715-267-7507
W8303 Mann Rd, Willard, WI 54493
Marywood Franciscan Spirituality Center - https://marywoodsc.org, 715-385-3750
11195 Marywood Cove ~ Arbor Vitae, Wisconsin 54568
Saint Anthony Spirituality Center - https://sarcenter.com, 715-443-2236
300 E. Fourth St. ~ Marathon, WI 54448

What will 2021 bring? We do not know. We are told a vaccine is in sight. We are hopeful to
once again meet in person for worship when it is safe. Until then we know that God will be
with us on this journey, we are not alone. God will continue to renew our strength, we shall
run and not be weary, we shall walk and not be faint.
Blessings on your new year.
Yours in Christ +

Pastor Tammy
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Thank you to everyone
who donated towards
the Giving Tree and for
all those who shopped
for the gifts!!

Thank you to our Food
Pantry Volunteers!!
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Thank you’s
Thank you Cory Dellenbach and family and Jackie Waldorf for
decorating the church for Christmas.
Thank you Pam Snyder and Savannah Keckeisen for decorating
outside of church for Christmas.
Thank you Jackie Waldorf for organizing the “Giving Tree” and
all who donated gifts toward the Giving Tree.
Thank you Deb Rinka and Cory Dellenbach and Youth for a wonderful Christmas Program!
Thank you Sue Kirby for Advent Banner.
Thank you Brittany Landphier for organizing Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes and getting many volunteers to help.
Thank you to all members of Immanuel who continue to use their gifts and talents to further the kingdom
of God. (Especially those who work behind the scenes and are not seen.) You are appreciated!!

Thanks to all who sent prayers, wishes, and cards of support
to us on the recent passing of Jill's mom (Rosalynn Roloff).
We have definitely felt God's loving presence during this time.
Jeff/Jill Reiche

Mike and I would like to thank you and all the members at Immanuel who have
Mike in their prayers. They truly have been a blessing.
Pat Harvey

Amy Adams passed away
Sunday, Dec 6.
Our sympathies to Amy’s
family and friends.
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Northwoods Memory Café
…where friends gather together

The Northwoods Café is a gathering place for people with memory loss and their
care partners. Come for refreshments, conversation, music, activities, programs –
and most of all a place to be who younare.
led by Immanuel Ev. Lutheran
celHosted
a
st
C
Church, 1 Thursday every month, 10:30 – noon. 21 Timber Drive, Rhinelander. For more information or to register, call the church at 715-362-5910.
This program is FREE!! Registration is appreciated, but not required!

NAMI Northern Lakes
Providing support, education and advocacy for people living with
mental illness and their families in Forest, Oneida, and Vilas
Counties. Monthly meetings: open to anyone; 4th Tuesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at First Methodist Church, Rhinelander. Northern Lakes Center located
in Trinity Lutheran Church, Rhinelander. Closed until further notice.

WI FACE MASK WARRIORS
WI Face Masks Warriors – are currently operating out of Immanuel’s Fellowship Hall. They
could use your assistance with making masks and working on other
small tasks.
If you can assist, please call Kathy Cutforth at 715-499-0138.
Mission Statement: We are a collection of volunteers providing
free, hand-made cloth face masks to those who are the most
vulnerable and least supported within our communities from the
state of Wisconsin.

Snow Shoveling/ Snow blowing
We need help with keeping the sidewalks clear of snow this winter.
If you would like willing to take a month please let Brittany know.
Email immanuelsecretary2015@gmail.com or call 715-202-0637
Thank you!!
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Love Tucked Inside: A Christmas Memory
By Darlene Machtan

It was Christmas, 1967, I think, and I was twelve years old. I was very excited that my
oldest brother Cliff, whom I adored and who had moved what seemed a million miles away to
Rockford, Illinois, was coming home for the holidays. I couldn’t wait to see him. I missed his
daily presence in our lives. Besides that, the year before he had given my little brother and me
the coolest pencil cases ever. We wondered just what he would have found for us in the big
city this year. My mom, however, warned us that Cliff had been struggling to make ends meet,
and that we shouldn’t expect anything at all, much less anything fancy or expensive. I was a
little sad, but I wasn’t convinced she was right. After all, this was Cliff, the best brother ever. I
knew no matter what that he would never disappoint me.
Christmas morning we gathered around the tree like we always did, opening gifts one at
a time. Gift after gift was unwrapped, but not nothing from Cliff. Finally Mom handed me a
clumsily wrapped, little, wrinkled package. “What’s this?” I asked. “Who’s it from?”
Cliff said, “It’s from me, Sis. I’m sorry it’s not much. It’s all I could afford this year. But
open it.”
I peeled away the paper only to find a half-eaten roll of Lifesavers candy. “Oh,” I said,
trying to disguise my disappointment. “Well, this is nice. I like Lifesavers.”
“Then eat one,” said Cliff.
“No,” I said. “I think I’ll save them for later.”
“No, have one now,” he insisted. I pried the top gooey lifesaver loose, and underneath
was a second even smaller something wrapped in tissue paper. “Open it,” he said. I unwrapped
it to find a little beautiful silver and mother of pearl hinged Bible-shaped locket. Inside it, in
tiny but readable writing, was printed the Lord’s Prayer. It was absolutely the most intricate
and original piece of jewelry I had ever seen. I must have looked completely dumbfounded because Cliff started laughing like a crazy man. “Oh, look at your face!” he said. “You didn’t really think I’d give you a half-eaten roll of Lifesavers for Christmas, did you? You’re my favorite sister!” I didn’t point out that I was his only sister, or that I knew full well he couldn’t afford to give me something so expensive. I just grinned and said thank you.
I treasured that locket, and it would assume even greater importance when in my freshman year of high school Cliff, at the age of 22, was killed in a car crash. Our family was devastated, and I was inconsolable. The only thing that brought me comfort was holding that
necklace in my hand and opening it to read the Lord’s Prayer.
The necklace mysteriously disappeared from my jewelry box a few years later. I never
knew what happened to it, who took it, or why, and although I miss having it physically, I still
carry it and memories of Cliff in my head and heart. It turned out to be a metaphorical
lifesaver and talisman as I struggled through my grief. That was truly the finest gift I ever
received.

Page 8

"Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would
still plant my apple tree."
~Attributed to Martin Luther

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
Have you ever seen a new tree planted that has two supports added? I’m thinking
of a young tree that stands between two poles to which are attached a tether, each pulling the
tree in the opposite direction. Not only do these supports help guard against windstorms, but
they ensure that the young tree grows up straight and true between the opposing tensions of
being pulled in opposite directions.
So too, I imagine, do the opposing pulls of the Democrat and Republican parties do the same
for our country. Blue and red need each other; right and left, conservative and liberal. We
need the dichotomy, the tension of opposing forces, the disagreement, so that we can grow,
straight and true somewhere in the middle.
I can only imagine what the tree feels as it is being pulled in two opposite directions, but I
would guess it is something like what our country is feeling now. When considering the election results, some feel relief and even elation, others feel disappointment and even anger.
Never before have so many voted. Never before has the country offered such clear and disturbing statistics for how many are pulling in opposing directions. We are polarized, standing
in support on opposite sides of the tree, pulling with all we’ve got, and yet, if one side has too
much influence, the tree will bend. There is value in having each side pull, so that our country
can grow straight and true somewhere in the middle.
What then does this mean for ministry?
It is curious to me how 100% of our congregation members can agree that Jesus Christ is
Lord, but we do not agree on what that means, how that impacts our vote, and how we embody
that conviction in our ministry efforts. But then again, the church is not known for its level of
agreement except for the conviction that Jesus Christ is Lord.
When political convictions run deep, when we feel the tension of being pulled in opposing directions, when we are grieved by the lack of agreement and the swirl of emotions and the resentment towards those who are pulling the opposing tether, I urge you to extend some grace.
Forgive others for not voting as you did. Forgive others for not championing the same convictions that you hold dear. And turn your efforts, your attention, your energy to push and pull
the growth toward and into the work of Christ.
We are not going to agree as a country, and not even as congregation, but we can agree that we
are invited to participate in the breaking in of the kingdom of God. We are called to bear the
light of Christ. And our efforts in ministry are strengthened when we work together towards
some goal, some embodiment of the presence of Christ in the
world. Feed the hungry. Clothe the naked. Comfort the afflicted.
There is blessing and life-giving growth as we concentrate on the
nuts and bolts of our faith.
Yes, there is still the pandemic which is no small challenge. But
consider that it is an additional tether, another added tension.
Don’t let that get in the way of you and your congregation growing straight and true and keeping the thing, the thing. Jesus Christ
is Lord. And more than that, Jesus Christ is your Lord, your Lord
and Savior. The rest is just…tension, albeit challenging, grieving,
thick, and concerning tension, but through which we grow straight and true.
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In the midst of this tension, God is at work. As we consider our own convictions with humility, and the convictions of our friends and neighbors with grace and forgiveness, we will find
our way forward, as a country and as congregations called to serve the work of Christ.
And whether or not you believe the world is going to pieces, I am glad to remind you that the
Northern Great Lakes Synod has indeed already planted an apple tree. In November of 2018,
I was invited to participate in the retreat for newly elected leaders sponsored by the Lutheran
World Federation. In observance of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, I planted an apple tree on behalf of our synod in Wittenberg, Germany. We are Tree #468, and if you are ever
in Wittenberg, please feel free to find our tree and take a picture.
Because even if the world goes to pieces, Jesus Christ is Lord and you and I are invited, encouraged, indeed, we are called and equipped to be his presence in the world. And that, my
dear friends, colleagues, and congregational members, is no small
thing.
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan.

Did you know?...
This has been a year of change for all of us. I am reminded of the words from a song: “You don't know what
you've got 'till it's gone.” Suddenly in March, we stopped in-person worship and we lost the fellowship of our
church community...at least as we knew it. But, amazingly, God provided and proved that Immanuel Lutheran Church is not a building. We are the church!
Thank you to our technology wizards for so quickly getting our worship services on Zoom. Thank you to
Brittany and band and choir members for continuing to provide us with beautiful, spirit-filled music. Thank
you to our readers who take the time to record for the website and read live on Sundays. Thank you to our
Council and members of all of our committees for ideas to continue making worship special. Thank you for
those that have used this time to update and maintain our building and property. Thank you to our quilters
who continue their work from home. Thank you to Pastor Tammy for always reminding us that we have so
much to be grateful for. And thank you to everyone that continues to give to all the important ministries of
Immanuel.
You have not let Covid-19 make us stop doing what is important to this congregation. You have been giving
generously to continue our ministries. You have been giving generously to improve and update our ability to
Zoom and live-stream. You have been giving generously to the Giving Tree and Christmas Shoeboxes. You
have been giving generously to our benevolence and building funds. You have continued to support our much
needed blood drives. You have shared stories and supported each other with notes, phone calls, prayers and
Zoom coffee times.
Well, we do know what we have got and it is NOT gone. My observation is that we are closer now than we
ever have been. Blessings to you all as this new year begins.

...This IS Stewardship!
JoAnne Barrix

Page 10

IMMANUEL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Council Meeting Minutes: November 11, 2020

Attendance: President Cory Dellenbach, Vice President Darlene Machtan, Secretary Bill Mattson, Charlie Strong, Gene
Frane, JoAnne Barrix, Jackie Waldorf, Glenn Johnson, Becky Eades, Deb Rinka, Matt Johnson, Pastor Tammy Barthels,
Treasurer Brian Willoughby
Opening
President Cory opened the virtual meeting at 6:00 pm sharp.
Devotion by Becky (We know love by this…those dying in service to others)
Action—Motion/Second/Carried…Approved the minutes from the October 14 Council Meeting.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Tammy submitted her monthly report summarizing contacts, activities, meetings, official pastoral services, correspondence, outreach, and thank you cards mailed. Impressive, and thank you, Pastor.
Long Term: Items
1. Care, fellowship, service. Thanks to Charlie for his help with virtual worship. Pastor told of our Shoebox, Backpack
giving programs, and the Giving Tree. Our virtual worship connections are increasingly important in our care and fellowship efforts.
2. Annual Budget. The Stewardship committee has begun work on next year’s budget.
Short Term: New Business Items:
1. The Covid Advisory Team reported again that CV19 cases in Oneida County are still rising, as are all surrounding
counties, and the entire state. Therefore, we must continue with Zoom Worship and be extra vigilant as a community
of caring, responsible citizens. Please wear a facemask. The Council agreed. Because of CV19 our traditional Christmas
services are not possible, but exciting, creative plans are underway. Office hours may be adjusted in the near future,
and there will be a Zoom Thanksgiving eve service.
2. At Pastor’s suggestion, there will be a transfer of $500 from salary to housing each and every month. No change to
budget from this bookkeeping movement.
Action—Motion/Second/Carried…Approved to transfer monthly the sum of $500 from salary to housing for Pastor
Tammy.
3. Thanks to the Congregation. After discussion initiated by JoAnne and supported by Pastor, the proposal emerged
that Council will send personal thank you cards to all Church members thanking them for their steadfast presence, devotion and generosity to the Church family. We are united by our gratitude to one another for sustaining our loving,
caring family.
4. Four Council members’ terms will conclude at the end of this year. Three of the members volunteered to serve for
an additional three-year term. A new council member is being sought for the fourth vacancy. Elections will take place
virtually in December, members will be notified via a letter 2 weeks prior to election. Letter sent to all active members
(either communed or financially supported in the past year.)
.
Miscellany. Volunteers are needed for the food pantry. We may partner with another church such as First Methodist
at the food pantry.
Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 6:42 pm.
Closing Prayer by Pastor (Joyful that we have so many willing hands…)
Respectfully submitted,
Bill Mattson, Council Secretary

Youth Group Connection

We had a cooking class during virtual youth group in December!! Brittany sent out the ingredient list and then gave instructions over Zoom on how to make homemade pizza
dough. Everyone finished their pizzas with their favorite toppings and enjoyed them with
their families :)
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Our new Immanuel Cookbook is finished!!!

Please email Brittany @ immanuelsecretary2015@gmail.com to order your copy!
All proceeds will go to Immanuel Youth.

Committee Reports due by January 8 to be in the Annual Report!
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January 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

Immanuel Lutheran Church 715-362-5910
21 W Timber Drive, Rhinelander

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1

SATURDAY

2

Pastor’s
Sabbath

3
9:00 Worship

4
10-1pm
Pastor Text
Study

5

6

1-2pm Pastor
Zoom with Bishop

7pm AA &
Alanon

10

11

9:00 Worship
Installation of
Council
Members

12

8

9

10am Record
Worship

Pastor’s

10:30-1:00 Food
Pantry

6pm Covid
Zoom

13

14

15

10am Record
Worship

Pastor’s

Zoom with Bishop

5pm Zoom Youth
Group

18

19

9:00 Worship

10-1pm
Pastor Text
Study

1-2pm Pastor

7pm AA &
Alanon

25

20

Sabbath

*Newsletter
Articles Due!!!

6-8 Women’s
Circle

26

7pm AA &
Alanon

21
10am Record
Worship

Zoom with Bishop

22

23

Pastor’s
Sabbath

6-7pm
Confirmation
Zoom

27

9:00 Worship

31

16

Stewardship

17

Virtual Annual
Meeting

*Committee
Reports Due!!!

4:30pm

6pm Council

24

Sabbath

6-7pm
Confirmation
Zoom

1-2pm Pastor
7pm AA &
Alanon

7

4:30 Meal @
Frederick Place

28

29

10am Record
Worship

Pastor’s

30

Sabbath

Pastor Tammy on Vacation Jan. 29– Feb 6
Pastor Devon Barrix on Call: 715-277-4983 or cell: 715-490-6153
All Nursing home worship services are cancelled this month!

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
November 2020

GENERAL FUND:
Beginning Balance
Offerings
Expenses
Ending Balance

$21,864.26
18,906.57
(15,694.33)
$25,076.50

BENEVOLENCE:
November Offering
2020 Pledge
YTD Remittance

$ 2,446.27
$18,500.00
$18,687.37

Thanksgiving Eve

BUILDING FUND:
Beginning Balance
Offerings
Expenses
Ending Balance

November Attendance:
9:00 a.m. Other
Total
11/1
45
19
64
11/8
47
21
68
11/15
44
17
61
11/22
49
20
69
11/29
40
18
58
Our average online Sunday attendance
for the month of November was 64.

$16,097.92
$ 1,639.00
($ 643.53)
$17,093.39

7 p.m.
31
Total for Thanksgiving was 40.

Other
9

Income exceeded expenses
by $1,099.24 in November.

1/1
1/3
1/4
1/8
1/9
1/11
1/11
1/12
1/14
1/15
1/16

Rich Wilmot
Mavis Perry
Mariah McCue
Emily Fortier
Anna Levijoki
Isabella (Ella) Stolzman
Samantha Williams
Stephani Patrone
Robbie Potter Cornelius
Christy Dellenbach

1/19
1/21
1/23
1/25
1/26
1/27
1/30
1/30
1/31

Susan & Gerald Anderson

Katelyn Williams
Michelle Thompson
Michelle Denis
Arlene Lueck
Gabrielle Kohnhorst
Ashlynn Patrone
Eric Grulke
MJ Strong
Lizzy Snyder

May Your Day Be Special!

If you were omitted or listed in error, please contact the church office at 715-362-5910. Thank you!

IMMANUEL’S MESSENGER
21 West Timber Drive
Rhinelander, WI 54501

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Rhinelander, WI
PERMIT NO. 194

Electronic Service Requested

If you do not receive the weekly Zoom link for Worship, or the Monday
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